Mount of Olives Conversation Inel iulod 

Coptic Prayer Book Found in Egyp 
Reveals Hymn Attributed to Christ 
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CHICAGO, Dec. 23 (UPl) 
an ancient Coptic prayer 
book rescued from the wa- 
ters of the Aswan dam in 
Egypt has revealed a hymn 
that Christ may have recited 
on the cross. 

The prayer book was 
found in a monastery called 
Kasr Al-Wizz, or 
the wiM^goos e.” which soon 
wfflt)e flooded by the waters 
behind the Aswan. 

The prayer book also con- 
tained a conversation among 
Christ, Peter and other Apos- 
tles on the Mount of Olives, 
during the short period be- 
tween the Resurrection and 
the Ascension. 

Scholars at the Oriental 
Institute at the University 
of Chicago said the prayer 
book was “one of the most 
exciting finds” in the arche- 
ological expeditions being 


conducted in the Nubian 
Valley in advance of the tail- 
waters of the Aswan. The 
Institute has conducted ex- 
peditions there for five 
years. 

The prayer book was writ- 
ten on animal skin in Coptic 
— the Egyptian language 
written with Greek letters 
plus five symbols derived 
from hieroglyphics. The 
book was in almost perfect 
condition. 

The monastery was built 
in about the Eighth or Ninth 
Century, and rebuilt 200 
years later. Egyptologist 
George R. Hughes said there 
was no way to date the 
prayer book. 

The story of the conver- 
sation begins: 

“My beloved, it hap- 
pened one day while our 


Saviour was sitting on the 
Mount of Olives four days 
before He was taken up to 
Heaven while His Apostles 
were gathered about Him 
and He told them the in- 
effable mysteries which 
are in Heaven and upon 
earth. . . .” 

The hymn said: 

“Rise up, rise up, O Holy 
Cross, 

And lift me, 0 Cross, 

I shall mount upon you, O 
Cross, 

They shall hang me upon 
you as a witness to 
them. 

Receive me to yourself, O 
Cross, 

Amen. 

Do not weep, O Cross, 

But be joyful, O Cross, 
Amen. 

I have put on the Crown of 
the Kingdom. . . 



